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11 States with systems that identify and sanc-
tion low-performing schools. Today there are
only 16. This is the hard part.

But again, I say, we’ve got to give the
schools the tools they need to do the job.
And the Federal Government has an impor-
tant role to play. We don’t provide an enor-
mous amount of the total funds for schools,
but that amount was slipping for a while, and
we got it going back up now. And I feel very
strongly, as the Secretary of Education, that
with the largest student population in history
and with all this educational evidence about
the benefits of smaller classes and with the
imperative of ending the practice of social
promotion, finishing the work of 100,000
teachers, helping you to build or remodel
6,000 schools so they’ll be modern, and doing
these other things are quite important.

Now, let me just make one other point.
I’m encouraged by the movement to stand-
ards in the 31⁄2 years since you had your last
summit here, and you should be, too. That’s
a rather astonishing move. And it shows what
can happen if you meet in an environment
where you’ve got business and education and
the political leadership working together, and
Republicans and Democrats leave the party
labels at the door, and everybody just works
on what’s good for the kids.

But this is the hard part. It’s not an acci-
dent that we’ve gone from 16 to 50 standards
and 11 to 16 in genuine accountability. It’s
hard. But you also can take a lot of pride
in the fact that you have evidence, even in
big urban areas with a lot of trouble, where
this has worked. And the consequences are
good.

Now, last February when the Governors
were in the White House, I just noted that
it took 100 years for laws mandating compul-
sory, free elementary education to spread
from a few States to the whole Nation. When
it comes to this accountability agenda, will
we follow the model of the last 31⁄2 years
with standards and go from 16 to 50 in a
hurry, or will we go back to the model of
the earlier time? I think all of you know what
we ought to do.

And I will say again, I think the fact that
we have the largest number of children in
our public schools in history, I think the fact
that they are more diverse than ever before

in terms of their backgrounds and their lan-
guages is a godsend for us for the 21st cen-
tury in a global society if, but only if, we
prove not only that they can all learn but
that we can teach them all. We know they
can all learn from—you can do a brain scan
and determine that. That’s always been—
that’s the wrong question. The question is,
can we teach them all, and are we prepared
to do it, and are we prepared to have con-
structive compassion for their present dif-
ficulties by having genuine accountability and
also heartfelt support.

The reason that there is still so much en-
thusiasm for all this after—10 years after the
Charlottesville Summit, 16 years after the
‘‘Nation at Risk,’’ 20 or 30 years after all the
Southerners figured out that it’s the only way
to lift our States out of the dirt—is that every-
body knows that deep down inside it’s still
the most important public work.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the
Watson Room at the IBM Palisades Executive
Conference Center. In his remarks, he referred
to North Carolina Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr.; Wis-
consin Gov. Tommy G. Thompson; Louis V.
Gerstner, Jr., chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, IBM Corp.; former Gov. Gaston Caperton
of West Virginia; Gov. John Engler of Michigan;
and Hugh B. Price, president and chief executive
officer, Urban League.

Memorandum on Counter-Drug
Assistance to Colombia, Peru,
Ecuador, and Panama
September 30, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99-43

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Defense, the Attorney General, the Secretary
of Transportation
Subject: Drawdown Under Section 506(a)(2)
of the Foreign Assistance Act to Provide
Counter-Drug Assistance to Colombia, Peru,
Ecuador, and Panama

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
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that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, military education and
training from the Department of Defense,
and articles and services from the inventory
and resources of the Departments of Justice,
State, Transportation, and the Treasury for
the purpose of providing international anti-
narcotics assistance to Colombia, Peru, Ecua-
dor, and Panama.

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $72.55 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ments of Defense, Transportation, Justice,
State, and the Treasury, and military edu-
cation and training from the Department of
Defense, for Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, and
Panama for the purposes and under the au-
thorities of chapter 8 of part I of the Act.

As a matter of policy and consistent with
past practice, my Administration will seek to
ensure that the assistance furnished under
this drawdown is not provided to any unit
of any foreign country’s security forces if that
unit is credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights unless the
government of such country is taking effec-
tive measures to bring the responsible mem-
bers of that unit to justice.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7228—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 1999
September 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Across America today, women are living

challenging, fulfilling lives, skillfully bal-
ancing the responsibilities of work, family,
and community, and making plans for a
bright future. But for thousands of these
women each year, the diagnosis of breast
cancer shatters the pattern of everyday exist-
ence. For millions more, the fear of such a

diagnosis casts a shadow across their lives.
This year alone, an estimated 175,000 new
cases will be diagnosed, and more than
43,000 women will die from breast cancer.

Despite these tragic statistics, we are be-
ginning to see real progress in our national
crusade against this disease. The breast can-
cer mortality rate in the United States has
steadily declined over the past 10 years, and
currently 2 million American women are win-
ning the battle against this cancer.

Our steadfast commitment to breast can-
cer research is finally bearing fruit and has
led the way to new preventative treatments.
Last year, the National Cancer Institute’s
(NCI) landmark Breast Cancer Prevention
Trial revealed that there were 49 percent
fewer reported diagnoses among women who
took tamoxifen. In another promising effort,
researchers are looking at an alternate drug
to see if we can achieve the same results but
with fewer side effects.

Researchers are also conducting studies to
determine if other medications can provide
an effective weapon in our war against breast
cancer. The Food and Drug Administration
has recently approved the use of a new drug
that has proved to be effective in the treat-
ment of patients already in the advanced
stages of this disease. Studies indicate that
the drug may benefit 25 to 30 percent of
women with advanced breast cancer. En-
couraged by these findings, the NCI has rap-
idly expanded its study to include earlier
stages of breast cancer and the treatment of
other cancers, such as ovarian cancer.

We have also made promising strides in
promoting the early detection of breast can-
cer, which is critical to prolonging patients’
lives. A recent survey conducted by the NCI
and the Health Care Financing Administra-
tion (HCFA) showed that 88 percent of
women 65 years of age and older had under-
gone at least one mammogram during their
lifetime—a 25 percent increase from 1992.
Of the women who had a mammogram, 80
percent received their most recent test with-
in the past 2 years, and more than 75 percent
knew of Medicare’s mammography coverage.
The NCI and HCFA hope to build on this
progress through their joint campaign to
raise women’s awareness of the importance
of regularly scheduled mammograms and the


